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EUMOFA will be present at Seafood Expo Global (SEG) in Barcelona and at the European Maritime Day (EMD) in Brest.
Visit us at SEG Stand 4G700, Hall 4 and at EMD, where the following workshops will be held:
“Farming in Water: Strategies to ensure social acceptance and meet demand
for good fish through sustainable aquaculture.” 27 April 2023, 10:45 CET (SEG)
“Blue Bioeconomy: latest trends and innovations” 25 May 2023 at 14.30 - 15.45 CET (EMD)
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1. First sales in Europe

In January 2023, 12 EU Member States (MS), Norway and the United Kingdom reported
first-sales data for 10 commodity groups®. First-sales data are based on sales notes and data collected from auction
markets.

First-sales data analysed in this section, “First sales in Europe”, are extracted from EUMOFA?, as collected from national
administrations.

1.1. January 2023 compared to January 2022

Increases in value and volume: First sales increased in Estonia, Germany, Latvia, Spain, Norway and the UK. Highest
increases were recorded in Latvia and Germany. In Latvia it was due to herring and sprat, while mackerel and the shrimp
Crangon spp. were behind the increases in Germany.

Decreases in value and volume: First sales decreased in Estonia and Portugal. This was due to decreased sales of
sprat and herring in Estonia, while in Portugal the main species responsible were octopus and anchovy.

Table 1. JANUARY OVERVIEW OF FIRST SALES FROM THE REPORTING COUNTRIES
(volume in tonnes and value in million EUR) *

Bulgaria 26 0,1 27 01 1 0,004 -96% -949%
Cyprus 23 02 22 02 22 02 -2% 12%
Estonia 9345 2,2 6364 16 6.563 19 3% 19%
France 16.041 53,5 16.775 62,2 15593 63,5 7% 2%
Germany 4153 34 5.489 46 6.146 83 12% 80%
Italy 5.139 206 4815 214 4536 20,5 -6% -4%
Latvia 3.829 08 2524 06 3.435 08 36% 46%
Lithuania 349 0,19 183 0,114 60 0,330 -67% 191%
Netherlands 6.798 14,2 8.034 18,7 11126 16,7 38% -11%
Portugal 4138 15,0 5608 233 4762 209 -15% -10%
Spain 24291 83,3 23605 94,5 24.446 999 4% 6%
Sweden 21842 73 23817 09 1228 2,7 -95% 200%
Norway 271.865 2188 204.762 216,1 272341 2537 33% 17%
United

Kingdom 48.044 64,6 44186 78,0 50535 854 14% 9%

Possible discrepancies in % changes are due to rounding.
* Volumes are reported in net weight for EU Member States and the UK, and in live weight equivalent (LWE) for Norway. Prices are reported in EUR/kg (without
VAT). For Norway, prices are reported in EUR/kg of live weight.

! Bivalves and other molluscs and aquatic invertebrates, other marine fish, crustaceans, flatfish, freshwater fish, groundfish, salmonids, small pelagics, tuna

and tuna-like species and other marine fish.
2 First-sales data updated on 25.03.2023.
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http://www.eumofa.eu/en/monthly-predefined-query-1
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1.3. First sales in selected countries

First-sales data analysed in this section are extracted from EUMOFA®.

Table 2. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN BULGARIA

Jan 2022 vs EUR 3.777 1 tonne, Clam Although red mullet and other marine fish

Jan 2023 -949% -96% decreased by 100% in first sales in January
2023 compared to January 2022, it has to be
noted that decrease is not that high in absolute
terms: 126 kg down for red mullet and 338 kg
for other marine fish. Such decreases could be
due to bad weather conditions, or lower fishery
activities of small-scale fleet segment where
these species are mainly by-catch species
caught in gillnet fisheries.

Figure 1. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN BULGARIA, JANUARY 2023
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Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species: Metadata 2, Annex 3 https://www.eumofa.eu/supply-balance-and-
other-methodologies

Table 3. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN CYPRUS

Jan 2022 vs EUR 0,2 million, 22 tonnes, Value: Other seabream®, squid, cuttlefish.
Jan 2023 +12% -2% Volume: Gilthead seabream, picarel, hake.

3 First-sales data updated on 19.03.2023.
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Figure 2. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN CYPRUS, JANUARY 2023
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Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species,

Table 4. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN ESTONIA

Jan 2022 vs EUR 1,9 million, 6.563 tonnes, Sprat, herring, Other freshwater fish*, pike-perch.
Jan 2023 +19% +3%

Figure 3. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN ESTONIA, JANUARY 2023
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Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species.

Table 5.  FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN FRANCE

Jan 2022 vs EUR 63,5 million, 15.593 tonnes, Value: Scallop, squid, cuttlefish.
Jan 2023 +2% 7% Volume: Herring, whiting, monk.
Overview | 1. First sales in Europe | 2. Extra-EU imports | 3. Consumption .
| 4. Fisheries and aquaculture in the UK | 5. Brown crab in the EU | 6. Global highlights |
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Figure 4. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN FRANCE, JANUARY 2023
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Percentages show change from the previous year.

Table 6.  FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN GERMANY

Jan 2022 vs EUR 8,3 million, 6.146 tonnes, Mackerel, shrimp Crangon spp., European flounder, pike
Jan 2023 +80% +12%

Figure 5.  FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN GERMANY, JANUARY 2023
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Percentages show change from the previous year.

Table 7. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN ITALY

Jan 2022 vs EUR 20,5 million, 4.536 tonnes, Miscellaneous shrimps*, anchovy, clam, sardine.
Jan 2023 -4 -6%
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Figure 6. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN ITALY, JANUARY 2023
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Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species.

Table 8.  FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN LATVIA

Jan 2022 vs  EUR 0,8 million, 3435 tonnes, Herring, First sales of herring registered a high increase in
Jan 2023 +46% +36% sprat, other January 2023 compared to January 2022. The high
marine fish* discrepancy in supplies (+139%) is due to unusually
windy weather in January 2022 which affected
fishing activities. As a result, catches from the
Latvian fleet and supply to the market in this period
were lower than in January 2023 or 2021. A decrease
of 10% in herring prices was also observed when
comparing January 2023 with January 2022.

Figure 7. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN LATVIA, JANUARY 2023
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Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species.

Table 9.  FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN LITHUANIA

Jan 2022 vs EUR 0,3 million, 60 tonnes, Value: Smelt, cod. First sales of smelt registered a high
Jan 2023 +191% -67% Volume: Herring. increase in January 2023 compared to
January 2022. The main reason for the high
discrepancy in supplies is the unusually
windy weather in January 2022 which
affected fishing activities. In Lithuania smelt
is fished only in the coastal areas of the
Baltic Sea. The fishery is seasonal and
concentrated between November and March.
In the winter period, when smelt is spawning,

Overview | 1. First sales in Europe | 2. Extra-EU imports | 3. Consumption
| 4. Fisheries and aquaculture in the UK | 5. Brown crab in the EU | 6. Global highlights |
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the stock comes closer to coastal areas.
Water temperature and wind direction are
determinant factors for fishing smelt. In
January 2022 the water temperature was
not as favourable as in January 2023 and
smelt did not concentrate along the coastal
areas, resulting in lower catches. Weather
conditions, fishing capacity and resources
enabled an increase in fishing effort thus
increasing supply of the market in January
2023.

Figure 8. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN LITHUANIA, JANUARY 2023
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Percentages show change from the previous year.

Table 10. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN THE NETHERLANDS

Jan 2022 vs EUR 16,7 million, 11.126 tonnes, Value: Common sole, herring, European plaice.
Jan 2023 -11% +38% Volume: Herring, mackerel, squid.

Figure 9. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN THE NETHERLANDS, JANUARY 2023
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Percentages show change from the previous year.

Table 11. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN PORTUGAL

Jan 2022 vs EUR 20,9 million, 4.762 tonnes, Octopus, anchovy, squid, clam.
Jan 2023 -10% -15%
Overview | 1. First sales in Europe | 2. Extra-EU imports | 3. Consumption 2
| 4. Fisheries and aquaculture in the UK | 5. Brown crab in the EU | 6. Global highlights |
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Figure 10. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN PORTUGAL, JANUARY 2023
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Percentages show change from the previous year.

Table 12. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN SPAIN

|
S
|

Spain

Jan 2022 vs
Jan 2023

First-sales value /| First-sales Main contributing Notes
trend in % volume / species
trend %
EUR 99,9 million, 24.446 tonnes, Cod, skipjack tuna, other =~ Cod recorded significant increases in
+6% +4% sharks*, clam. January 2023 compared to January 2022.

Cod is caught by the Spanish fleet mainly
in mixed fisheries in the Celtic Sea with
other species for which non-zero catches
are advised, particularly haddock. ICES
recognized that the improved condition of
haddock also had a positive effect on the
status of cod, increasing its spawning
stock biomass (SSB) to 1.053 tonnes by
2023. This fact partially explains the
increase in the volume of cod landed in
Spain. One of the main reasons for this
sudden increase is the high volume of cod
landings in the port of Cangas (NW Spain).
This is the home port for some of the
Spanish NAFO vessels and the landings of
Atlantic cod there are not usually
concentrated in March-April, June and
September. The fishing season was a bit
shorter in 2023 and landings were earlier
than in previous years. The value of cod
increased due to overall inflation affecting
the food market.

Figure 11. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN SPAIN, JANUARY 2023
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Percentages show change from the previous year. *EUMOFA aggregation for species.
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Table 13. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN SWEDEN

Jan 2022 vs EUR 2,7 million, 1.228 tonnes, Value: Coldwater shrimps, Norway lobster, herring.
Jan 2023 +200% -95% Volume: Sprat, herring, mackerel.

Figure 12. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN SWEDEN, JANUARY 2023
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Percentages show change from the previous year.

Table 14. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN NORWAY

L
][]

Jan 2022 vs  EUR 253,7 million 272.341 tonnes, Herring, saithe, blue  First sales of mackerel registered a high
Jan 2023 +17% +33% whiting, seaweed increase in January 2023 compared to
and other algae. January 2022. Production in 2023 has gone

back to more usual figures as in the same
period in previous years, with around 1.350
tonnes in January 2021 and 1.600 tonnes in
January 2020. January 2022 seems to be an
exception. In the context of rather good stock
status, this change in production is mostly
due to very bad weather in the North Sea in
January 2022.

Figure 13. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN NORWAY, JANUARY 2023
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Percentages show change from the previous year.

“Volume reported in live weight equivalent (LWE)
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Table 15. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

N[ L First-sales value / First-sales volume / Main contributing species
Z S trend % trend %
The United Kingdom

Jan 2022 vs EUR 85,4 million, 50.535 tonnes, Mackerel, cod, haddock, saithe.
Jan 2023 +9% +14%

Figure 14. FIRST SALES OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL SPECIES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM, JANUARY 2023
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Percentages show change from the previous year.

Figure 15. FIRST SALES PRICES OF BLACKBELLY ROSEFISH IN ITALY, PORTUGAL, AND SPAIN
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EU first sales of blackbelly rosefish occur predominantly in Italy, Portugal and Spain. In January 2023, the average first-
sales prices of blackbelly rosefish were 3,70 EUR/kg in Italy (up from December 2022 and from January 2022 by 14% and
9% respectively); 7,87 EUR/kg in Portugal (up from both the previous month and year by 12% and 18% respectively), and
4,25 EUR/kg in Spain (up from both December 2022 and January 2022 by 1% and 5% respectively). In January 2023, supply
increased in Italy (+349%) and decreased in Portugal and Spain (-229%, and -17% respectively) relative to the previous year.
Supply is seasonal in Italy, with volume at a stable high between May and June, but there were also elevated volumes in
February and March in 2020 and 2021 respectively. In Spain supply seems to peak between August and October, while
volumes sold in Portugal seem to peak between June and August. Between months 02/2020 to 01/2023, prices showed high
fluctuations and decreased in Italy, despite recoveries in prices in months 10/2020 and 03/2021 when prices were 6, 33
EUR/Kg and 6,23 EUR/kg respectively. Prices increased in Portugal and Spain, with high fluctuations during the period analysed.

S First-sales data updated on 13.03.2023.
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Figure 16. FIRST SALES PRICES OF BRILL IN FRANCE, THE NETHERLANDS, AND PORTUGAL
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EU first sales of brill occur in several countries, including France, as well as the Netherlands and Portugal. In January
2023, the average first-sales prices of brill were 15,78 EUR/kg in France (down from the previous month by 4% and up from
the previous year by 10%); 12,65 EUR/kg in the Netherlands (down from December 2022 by 13%, and up from January 2022
by 8%); and 13,55 EUR/kg in Portugal (down from the previous month by 18% and up from the previous year by 6%). In
January 2023, relative to the previous year, supply decreased in the three markets France (-24%), the Netherlands (-26%)
and in Portugal (-9%). Supply is seasonal, with peaks more often between March and June in France. In the Netherlands supply
seems to peak in the period between January and March. Volumes sold in Portugal seem to peak in January and February.
Between months 02/2020 and 01/2023, prices showed an increase in the three countries, with seasonal peaks in prices in
Portugal in August, and high fluctuations in France and the Netherlands.

Figure 17. FIRST SALES PRICES OF WHITE SEABREAM IN CYPRUS, FRANCE, AND ITALY
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EU first sales of white seabream occur in several countries, including France, as well as Italy and Cyprus. In January 2023,
the average first-sales prices of white seabream were 11,80 EUR/kg in Italy (up from both the previous month and year by
1% and 10% respectively); 7,42 EUR/kg in France (up from the previous month by 1%, and down from the previous year by
8%); and 18,54 EUR/kg in Cyprus (down by 1% from December 2022 and up by 7% from January 2022). In January 2023,
supply increased in the three markets analysed Italy (+219%), France (+849%) and Cyprus (+100%), relative to the previous
year. Volumes sold in Cyprus seem to peak between October and December. In France they seem to peak in May and October.
Supply in Italy peaks most often in March/April and between October and December. Between week 02/2020 and week
01/2023, prices showed a stable trend in Cyprus. Prices increased slightly in France showing high fluctuations in the period
analysed reaching the price peak of 11,97 EUR/kg in August 2021. Prices increased in Italy with lowest prices between
November and December.
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1.5. Commodity group of the month: Other marine fish®

Figure 18. FIRST SALES COMPARISON AT CG, MCS, AND ERS LEVELS FOR REPORTING COUNTRIES’, FEBRUARY
2020 - JANUARY 2023
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In January 2023 the “other marine fish” commodity group (CG®) recorded the second highest first sales value and third

highest first sales volume of the 10 CGs recorded. Across the reporting countries covered by the EUMOFA database, first sales
of other marine fish reached a value of EUR 39,0 million and a volume of 8.768 tonnes, representing a 19% increase in value
and 2% decrease in volume compared to January 2022. In the past 36 months, the highest first-sales value of other marine
fish was recorded at EUR 53,7 million in August 2022, while the lowest was recorded at EUR 31,8 million in March 2020.

The “other marine fish” commodity group includes the following main commercial species (MCS): cusk-eel, dogfish, gurnard,
John Dory, monkfish, picarel, ray, red mullet, scabbardfish, European seabass and other seabass, gilthead seabream and other
seabreams, smelt, weever, other marine fish and other sharks®.

At the Electronic Recording and Reporting System (ERS) level, European smelt (1%) and meagre (1%) together accounted for
2% of total "other marine fish" first-sales value recorded in January 2023.

® First-sales data updated on 24.03.2023.

7 Norway and the UK excluded from the analyses.

8 Annex 3: http://eumofa.eu/supply-balance-and-other-methodologies

9 EUMOFA aggregation for species (Metadata 2, Annex 3: http://eumofa.cu/supply-balance-and-other-methodologies).
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European smelt (Osmeus eperlanus) is a member of the Osmeridae family. The
species inhabits marine waters, estuaries and large lakes. It is a midwater species,
= rarely far from shore. It is primarily anadromous in the west and lacustrine in the
east, shoaling at least during the spawning season. An essential part of its life is
spent in the estuarine zone, with just short incursions in the littoral zone. It spawns
in tributaries of lakes or along shallow shores of lakes and rivers on sand, gravel,
stones and plant material, preferably in fast-flowing water. Smelt feeds on

shrimps and small crustaceans. Larger individuals also feed on small fish'®.

European smelt is found in the North Atlantic: in the White Sea southward to the western coasts of France including the Baltic
Sea, the southern North Sea and the British Isles. The Gironde estuary is the southern limit of its distribution. Landlocked
populations live in the lakes of coastal areas of the North, Baltic, White and Barents Seas. In the north they can be found up

to about 68° N in Scandinavia.

The EU has no specific regulation on European smelt!!. Smelt is usually caught with inshore nets or by small-scale trawling*?

and it is used for food and non-food purposes (bait and fish oil)*3.

Selected countries

Table 16. COMPARISON OF EUROPEAN SMELT FIRST SALES, MAIN PLACES OF SALE, AND CONTRIBUTION TO
OVERALL SALES OF "OTHER MARINE FISH" IN SELECTED COUNTRIES

Changes in European smelt
first sales Jan 2023 (%)

European smelt Compared to  Compared to

Contribution of European
smelt to total “other marine
fish” first sales in Jan 2023

Main places of sale in
Jan-Jan 2023 in terms
of first-sales value

Jan 2022 Jan 2021 (%)
Estonia Value +24% -21% 50% Lemmetsa, Tallinn,
Roomassaare.
Volume -37% -44% 439%
Latvia Value +80% -42% 57% Kolka, Roja, Liepaja.
Volume -7% -68% 39%
Lithuania Value +379% +210% 100% Klaipéda, Sventoyji,
Palanga.
Volume +361% +73% 100%

Figure 19. EUROPEAN SMELT: FIRST SALES IN ESTONIA, FEBRUARY 2020 - JANUARY 2023
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In Estonia from February 2020-January 2023, the first sales volume of European smelt peaked in April 2020, at 602
tonnes. Smelt fishery is seasonal with most first sales occurring in the spring. There were no smelt catches in the
summer.

Figure 20. FIRST SALES: COMPOSITION OF “OTHER MARINE FISH” (ERS LEVEL) IN ESTONIA, IN VALUE AND

VOLUME, JANUARY 2022
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Figure 21. EUROPEAN SMELT: FIRST SALES IN LATVIA, JANUARY 2023
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Over the past 36 months in Latvia, the highest first-sales value of European smelt were April 2020 at EUR 46.000 for
295 tonnes, while volume peaked in August 2020, when 335 tonnes were sold for approximately EUR 42.000. First sales
value and volume were lowest in May 2022.

Figure 22. FIRST SALES: COMPOSITION OF “OTHER MARINE FISH” (ERS LEVEL) IN LATVIA, IN VALUE AND
VOLUME, JANUARY 2023
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Figure 23. EUROPEAN SMELT: FIRST SALES IN LITHUANIA, FEBRUARY 2020 - JANUARY 2023
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European smelt is a very popular fish species in Lithuania'* with a dedicated annual smelt festival in Palanga in
January*®. Over the past 36 months (February 2020-January 2023), the highest first sales occurred in January 2023
when 57 tonnes were sold.

Figure 24. FIRST SALES: COMPOSITION OF “OTHER MARINE FISH” (ERS LEVEL) IN LITHUANIA, IN VALUE AND
VOLUME, JANUARY 2023
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15 Svanberg, Ingvar & Bonow, Madeleine & Cios, Stanistaw. (2016). Fishing for Smelt, Osmerus eperlanus (Linnaeus, 1758) A traditional food fish—possible
cuisine in post-modern Sweden?. Slovak Ethnology/Slovensky nérodopis. 64.
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Price trend

Figure 25. EUROPEAN SMELT: FIRST SALES PRICES IN SELECTED COUNTRIES, FEBRUARY 2020 - JANUARY
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Over the 36-month observation period from February 2020-January 2023, the weighted average first-sales price of
European smelt in Lithuania was 3,96 EUR/kg, 2575% higher than Latvia (0,15 EUR/kg) and 437% above that in Estonia
(0,74 EUR/kg). The higher first sales price in Lithuania could be explained with consumer demand and preferences. Namely,
the smelt supply does not satisfy the market demand enough, which determines the first sales price. The most of supply
for the Lithuanian market comes from smelt stocks of the Gulf of Riga - stocks that are less valuable in Latvia and
Estonia, countries with lower smelt consumption tradition compared to Lithuania.

In Estonia in January 2023, the average first-sales price of European smelt (0,36 EUR/kg) increased by 98% compared
to January 2022 and by 41% compared with January 2021. Over the observation period, the average price ranged from
0,14 EUR/kg for 152 kg in September 2020 to 1,53 EUR/kg for 56 kg in June 2020.

In Latvia in January 2023, the average first-sales price of European smelt (0,34 EUR/kg) increased
by 949% and by 82% compared to the same months in 2022 and 2021 respectively. During the period observed, the lowest
average price (0,05 EUR/kg for 36 tonnes) was in December 2022, while the highest average price was recorded in January
2023 at 0,34 EUR/kg for 56 tonnes.

In Lithuania in January 2023, the average first-sales price of European smelt (5,75 EUR/kg) fell by 15% compared to
January 2022 and increased by 79% compared to January 2021. During the period observed, the lowest average price of
0,77 EUR/kg for 1 tonne was in May 2020, while the highest average price was recorded in December 2022 at 6,02 EUR/kg
for 13 tonnes.
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Meagre (Argyrosomus regius) is @ member of the Sciaenidae family. It prefers subtropical
areas and can be found at a depth range of 15 m - 300 m. Adults are found inshore and in
shelf waters, close to the bottom, as well as in surface and mid-waters, pursuing shoals of
% , clupeids and mugilids. They congregate inshore to spawn during spring and summer.
Juveniles and sub-adults enter estuaries and coastal lagoons. Both adults and juveniles are migratory moving along the shore
or offshore-onshore in response to temperature changes. Meagre feeds on fish and swimming crustaceans®.

Meagre can be found in the Eastern Atlantic from Norway to Gibraltar and Congo, including the Mediterranean and the Black
Sea. It has also migrated to the Red Sea via the Suez Canal'’.

Based on a Commission Delegated Decision of the EU for the collection and management of biological, environmental,
technical and socioeconomic data in the fisheries and aquaculture sectors, data on meagre should be collected in all areas of
the Northeast Atlantic!®.

Meagre is harvested by fishing and from aquaculture®®. Sometimes meagre is gutted and/or filleted soon after harvesting.
Studies are being conducted into the best harvesting protocols to optimize the shelf life of the final product. Producers are
trying to differentiate between meagre products: smaller fish (600 g to 1 kg) are sold whole or filleted, while bigger fish (1
kg to 3-5 kg) are sliced or filleted and smoked. The meat quality of meagre is considered very good, due to its very high
content of polyunsaturated fatty acids.

Selected countries

Table 17 COMPARISON OF MEAGRE FIRST SALES, MAIN PLACES OF SALE, AND CONTRIBUTION TO OVERALL
SALES OF OTHER MARINE FISH IN SELECTED COUNTRIES

Changes in meagre first sales Contribution of Main places of sale in
Meagre Jan 2023 (%) meagre to total Jan-Jan 2023 in terms
“other marine fish” of first-sales value
Compared to Compared to first sales in Jan
Jan 2022 Jan 2021 2023(%)
France Value +26% +42% 1,4% La Cotiniére, Royan, La
Rochelle.
Volume +22% +56% 0,8%
Portugal Value -23% +42% 1,1% Sesimbra, Peniche, Viana
do Castelo.
Volume -10% +73% 0,7%
Spain Value -16% -21% 0,3% Conil de la Frontera, Isla
Cristina, Sanlucar De
Volume -21% -40% 0,20/0 Barrameda.
18 Commission Delegated Decision (EU) 2021/1167:
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Figure 26. MEAGRE: FIRST SALES IN FRANCE, FEBRUARY 2020 - JANUARY 2023
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In France, over the observed 36-month period (February 2020 to January 2023), the highest first-sales of meagre occurred
in May 2022 when 162 tonnes were sold. Meagre fisheries have mostly occurred during the warmer period of the year when
meagre aggregate?® before spawning and when the fishing fleet was more active.

Figure 27. FIRST SALES: COMPOSITION OF “OTHER MARINE FISH” (ERS LEVEL) IN FRANCE IN VALUE AND

VOLUME, JANUARY 2023
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Figure 28. MEAGRE: FIRST SALES IN PORTUGAL, FEBRUARY 2020 - JANUARY 2023
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2 CNRS-Ifremer, Centre de recherche sur les Ecosystémes marins et Aquacoles, BP 5,
17137 L'Houmeau - France § CNRS, Centre d’Etudes Biologiques de Chizé, 79360 Villiers-en-Bois, France
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In Portugal from February 2020 to January 2023, the highest first sales volume of meagre were registered in May 2020,
when 56 tonnes were sold. In general, first sales of meagre are usually higher in the warmer period of the year with peaks
in April and May when the species migrates into estuarine areas for spawning and nursery grounds.

Figure 29. FIRST SALES: COMPOSITION OF “OTHER MARINE FISH” (ERS LEVEL) IN PORTUGAL IN VALUE AND

VOLUME, JANUARY 2023
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Figure 30. MEAGRE: FIRST SALES IN SPAIN, FEBRUARY 2020 - JANUARY 2023
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In Spain, over the 36-month observation period from February 2020 to January 2022, the highest first sales volume of
meagre was registered in February 2020 when 373 tonnes were sold. When analysing reported first sales it was observed
that sales of meagre in volume were highest in early 2020, while in the following period volume decreased and first sales
price increased due to limited supply. The highest price was reached in summer 2022, which could be linked with the

tourist season and demand for seafood products.
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Figure 31. FIRST SALES: COMPOSITION OF “OTHER MARINE FISH” (ERS LEVEL) IN SPAIN IN VALUE AND

VOLUME, JANUARY 2023
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Price trend

Figure 32. MEAGRE: FIRST-SALES PRICE IN SELECTED COUNTRIES* (FEBRUARY 2020 - JANUARY 2023)
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Over the 36-month observation period from February 2020 to January 2023, the weighted average first-sales price of
meagre in France was 8,40 EUR/kg. This was 1% higher than in Portugal (8,29 EUR/kg), and 88% above that in Spain
(4,47 EUR/Kg). The price of meagre was unusually low in February-April 2020. This could be due to higher supply of this
species in the market resulting in a decrease in price. Another reason for such a trend could be direct competition with
aquaculture production.

In France in January 2023, the average first-sales price of meagre was 8,43 EUR/kg, 3% higher than in January 2022,
and 9% down compared to January 2021. The lowest price in the past 36 months was registered in October 2021, at 5,46
EUR/kg for 85 tonnes, while the highest price of 11,47 EUR/kg for 71 tonnes was observed in July 2021.

In Portugal in January 2023, the average first-sales price of meagre was 8,39 EUR/kg, which was a 14% decrease
compared to January 2022 and 18% lower compared to January 2021. The lowest price experienced in the
36-month observation period was registered in November 2020 at 4,51 EUR/kg for 34 tonnes, while the highest price of
11,80 EUR/kg for 24 tonnes was observed in August 2022.

In Spain in January 2023, the average first-sales price of meagre was 7,47 EUR/kg. This was 7% above January 2022
and 339% above January 2021. During the period observed, the lowest price was registered in February 2020 at 0,96
EUR/kg for 373 tonnes, while the highest price of 13,96 EUR/kg for 15 tonnes was observed in August 2022.
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The weekly extra-EU import prices (weighted average values per week, in EUR per kg) for nine different species are examined
every month. The three most relevant species in terms of value and volume remain consistent: fresh whole Atlantic salmon
from Norway, frozen Alaska pollock fillets from China, and frozen tropical shrimp (Penaeus spp.) from Ecuador. The other
six species change each month: three are chosen from the commodity group of the month, and three are randomly selected.
The commodity group for this month is “other marine fish”, and the featured species are fresh or chilled monkfish from
Norway, fresh or chilled European sea bass from Tiirkiye, and fresh or chilled gilt-head sea bream from Turkiye. The three
randomly selected species this month are frozen crabs, even smoked, whether in shell or not from Norway, frozen cape
hake from South Africa and fresh or chilled fillets of Nile perch from Uganda.

Data analysed in this section, “Extra-EU imports”, are extracted from EUMOFA, as collected from the European Commission?.

Table 18. EVOLUTION OF WEEKLY PRICE AND VOLUME OF THE THREE MOST RELEVANT FISHERIES AND
AQUACULTURE PRODUCTS IMPORTED INTO THE EU

Extra-EU Imports

Fresh whole
Atlantic salmon
imported from
Norway (Salmo
salar, CN code
03021400)

Frozen Alaska
pollock fillets
imported from
China (Theragra
chalcogramma,

CN code 03047500)

Frozen tropical
shrimp imported
from Ecuador
(genus Pengeus,

CN code 03061792)

Week Preceding 4- Week 07/2022
07/2023 week average
Price 962 8,18 ( ) 841 ( )
(EUR/kg)
Volume 9.347 9.867 (-5%) 11.476 (-19%)
(tonnes)
Price 3,83 2,76( ) 3,09 ( )
(EUR/kg)

Volume 2.138 4.067 (-47%) 2.846 (-25%)

(tonnes)

Price 5,00 5,13 (-3%) 6,03 (-17%)
(EUR/kg)

Volume 2.602 1.755 ( ) 1458 ( )

(tonnes)

! Last update: 13.03.2023
2 The drop in prices in frozen Alaska pollock fillets imported from China between the end of 2022 and beginning of 2023 could be related to the Russian

invasion of Ukraine as 95% of Alaska pollack imported from China comes from Russia. A second reason ot the price drop coule be linked to China stopping
screening frozen meat and seafood for Covid-19 contamination from the beginning of 2023.
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Notes

Between week 01/2023 and week 07/2023
prices showed an increasing trend, which was
also the case for the past three years. Prices
ranged from 4,32 EUR/kg (week 44/2020) to
11,28 EUR/kg (week 16/ 2022), the highest
observed in the past three years.

Supply is seasonal with peaks occurring most
often in weeks 35/37, 40/42 and 49/50. In the
period analysed volumes show high fluctuations
from 5.672 tonnes (week 15/2022) to 19.530
tonnes (week 35/2022).

Over the last three years prices showed an
increasing trend reaching a peak of 4,03 EUR/kg in
week 41/2022 followed by a decreasing trend,
fluctuating greatly at the end of 2022 with a drop
in prices to 1,04 EUR/kg in week 01/2023. The
drop was probably related to fluctuations in
supply in the same period. Prices became stable in
the following week up to week 07/2023.%2
Weekly volumes show high fluctuations in the
period analysed but do not seem to follow a clear
seasonality. Volumes ranged between 587 tonnes
(week 15/2020) to 9.133 tonnes (week 03/2023).
Weekly prices decreased in the first period
analysed, reaching a minimum price of 4,27
EUR/kg (week 38/2020) followed by an increasing
trend reaching a maximum price of 7,19 EUR/kg
(week 41/2022). In the latest period analysed
from week 42/2022 prices showed a downward
trend until week 07/2023.

Supply is seasonal with peaks occurring most
often in the weeks 11/16, 31/33 and 45/46. In the
period analysed volumes show high fluctuations,
with a minimum of 939 tonnes (week 21/2020)
and maximum 4.925 tonnes (week 38/2022).
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IMPORT PRICE OF FRESH AND WHOLE ATLANTIC SALMON FROM NORWAY, 2020 - 2023

Figure 33.
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IMPORT PRICE OF FROZEN ALASKA POLLOCK FILLETS FROM CHINA, 2020 - 2023

Figure 34.
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IMPORT PRICE OF FROZEN TROPICAL SHRIMP FROM ECUADOR, 2020 - 2023

Figure 35.
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Table 15. EVOLUTION OF WEEKLY PRICE AND VOLUME OF THIS MONTH’S THREE FEATURED COMMODITY
PRODUCTS IMPORTED INTO THE EU

Extra-EU Imports
Fresh or chilled Price
monkfish from (EUR/kg)
Norway
(Lophius spp., CN code
03028950)
Volume
(tonnes)
Fresh or chilled Price

European seabass (EUR/kg)
from Tiirkiye
(Dicentrarchus labrax,

CN code 03028410)
Volume

(tonnes)

Fresh or chilled Price

gilthead seabream (EUR/kg)

imported from

Tiirkiye (Sparus

aurata, CN code

03028530) Volume
(tonnes)

)

)

Week Preceding 4- Week
07/2023 week average 07/2022
10,02 10,03 (0%) 8,54 (+17%)
6 9 (-31%) 13 (-50%)
5,93 6,01 (-1%) 5,24 (+13%
291 303 (-4%) 391 (-25%)
4,81 4,75 (+19%) 421 (+149
572 581 (-2%) 771 (-26%)

Notes

Between week 08/2020 and week 07/2023
prices showed an increasing trend. Prices
fluctuated widely from 2,67 EUR/kg (week
13/2020) to 12,95 EUR/kg (week 51/2022).
70% of the weekly prices were lower than
8,00 EUR/ka.

Supply is seasonal with peaks occurring most
often between weeks 22/24, 33/37,42/44 and
46/49. Volumes show high fluctuations
ranging from 1 tonne (week 52/ 2020) to 56
tonnes (week 35/2021). 41% of the weekly
supply was less than 20 tonnes.

In the period analysed prices showed an
increasing trend. Prices fluctuated from 3,88
EUR/kg (week 08 of 2020) to 6,66 EUR/kg
(week 26 of 2022). 79% of the weekly prices
were between 4,00 EUR/kg and 6,00 EUR/kg.
Weekly volumes show high fluctuations in
supply from 2020 to 2023, from 212 tonnes
(week 23 of 2022) to 560 tonnes (week 27 of
2020). Between week 08/2020 and week
07/2023 volumes showed a decreasing trend.
64% of the weekly volumes were less than
400 tonnes.

Between week 08/2020 and week 07/2023
prices increased. Prices ranged from 3,40
EUR/kg (week 02/2021) to 5,44 EUR/kg (week
2712022). 48% of the weekly prices were
between 4,00 EUR/kg and 5,00 EUR/ka.
Weekly volumes show high fluctuations along
the period analysed but do not seem to follow
a clear seasonality. Supply ranged from 330
tonnes (week 13/2020) to 969 tonnes (week
02/2022). 57% of the weekly volumes were
more than 700 tonnes.

Figure 36. IMPORT PRICE OF FRESH OR CHILLED MONKFISH FROM NORWAY, 2020 - 2023
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Figure 37. IMPORT PRICE OF FRESH OR CHILLED EUROPEAN SEABASS FROM TURKIYE, 2020 - 2023
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Figure 38. IMPORT PRICE OF FRESH OR CHILLED GILTHEAD SEA BREAM FROM TURKIYE, 2020 - 2023
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Volume of fresh or chilled monkfish from Norway showed a downward trend between week 01/2023 and week
07/2023, while price increased. In this period, price ranged from 8,85 to 10,79 EUR/kg, with weekly supply from 5 to
15 tonnes.

Between week 01/2023 and week 07/2023, the price of fresh or chilled European seabass from Tiirkiye had an
increasing trend. Price ranged from 5,04 to 6,12 EUR/kg, and supply fluctuated from 264 to 335 tonnes.

Between the first week of 2023 and week 07/2023 price of fresh or chilled gilthead seabream from Tiirkiye showed
an increasing trend. Price ranged from 3,87 to 4,88 EUR/kg, and volume from 514 to 635 tonnes.
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Table 20. EVOLUTION OF WEEKLY PRICE AND VOLUME OF EU IMPORTS OF THREE OTHER FISHERIES AND
AQUACULTURE PRODUCTS RELEVANT TO THE EU MARKET

Extra-EU Imports
Frozen crabs, even Price
smoked, whetherin  (EUR/kg)

shell or not, incl. crabs

in shell, cooked by

steaming or by boiling

in water from

Norway (Paralithodes Volume
camchaticus, (tonnes)
Chionoecetes spp. and
Callinectes sapidus,

CN code 03061410)

Price
(EUR/kg)

Frozen Cape hake
from South Africa
(Merluccius capensis,
Merluccius paradoxus
CN code 03036611)

Volume
(tonnes)

Fresh or chilled fillets Price

of Nile perch from  (EUR/kg)
Uganda (Lates
niloticus CN code
03043300)
Volume
(tonnes)

Week Preceding 4-

07/2023 week average

1548 45,45 (-66%) 75,63 (-80%)
16 7 (+125%) 1 (+1145%)
3,30 3,15 (+5%) 2,84 (+16%)
550 446 (+23%) 819 (-33%)
513 5,26 (-3%) 7,24 (-29%)
89 76 (+17%) 71 (+24%)

Week 07/2022 Notes

Prices showed high fluctuations and an
upward trend until week 27/2022 reaching a
peak of 92,78 EUR/kg, followed by a
downward trend to a minimum price of 11,55
EUR/kg (week 05/2023). 41% of the weekly
prices were higher than 50,00 EUR/kg.

High fluctuations in supply where high peaks
seem to occur most often between weeks 1/3,
4/7 and 44/47, varying from 0,005 tonnes
(week 19/2020) to 36 tonnes (week 44/2022).
85% of the weekly supply was lower than 10
tonnes.

Between week 08/2020 and week 07/2023
prices showed slight fluctuations with prices
ranging between 2,13 EUR/kg (week 40/2021)
to 4,16 EUR/kg (week 14/2020). 68% of
weekly prices were between 2,50 EUR/kg and
3,00 EUR/Kg.

High fluctuations in supply from 9 tonnes
(week 44/2022) to 1998 tonnes (week
41/2020). In the period analysed the highest
peaks in supply seem to occur between weeks
38 and 48. 32% of the weekly supply was
higher than 600 tonnes.

High fluctuation in prices that reached the
peak of 8,33EUR/kg (week 16/2021), followed
by a downward trend to the minimum price of
4,15 EUR/kg (week 45/2022). 51% of weekly
prices were between 5,00 EUR/kg and 7,00
EUR/kg.

From 2020 to 2023 weekly supply decreased
fluctuating from 12 tonnes (week 15/2020) to
159 tonnes (week 23/2020). 48% of the
weekly volumes were below 80 tonnes.

Figure 39. IMPORT PRICE OF FROZEN CRABS FROM NORWAY, 2020 - 2023
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Figure 40. IMPORT PRICE OF FROZEN CAPE HAKE FROM SOUTH AFRICA, 2020 - 2023
5,00
Week 07/2023:
4,00 3,30 EUR/Kg
_\@3,00
5
w200
1,00
0,00
ONOVWOTONWVWOTONMNANIOIMNANOMNAEAMNMNAHNOMNAEHNOMN A MNMN
O AN AN ANMMIYETITITITNOOODO A AN ANMMMITITNOOO AN NMMMY T NOO
2o S S S S S 2 D S D S S 2
O0000000000 0T A A A1 a1 dANNNNNNNNNNNCNNMNMMN
NN ANNNNANNNON NN NN NN NN NONONONNNNNNNN
OO0 O0OO00000000D00000D000D0000000000000000000O0O0
NANNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNCN
Figure 41. IMPORT PRICE OF FRESH OR CHILLED FILLETS OF NILE PERCH FROM UGANDA, 2020 - 2023
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In 2023, both price and volume of frozen crabs from Norway showed high fluctuations. Price ranged from 11,55
EUR/kg to 72,67 EUR/kg and volume from 2 tonnes to 18 tonnes.

Between week 01/2023 and week 07/2023 price of frozen cape hake from South Africa increased. Price ranged
from 2,45 EUR/kg to 3,73 EUR/kg and weekly supply showed high fluctuations from 62 tonnes to 1.199 tonnes.

Since the beginning of the year, price of fresh or chilled fillets of Nile perch from Uganda had a downward trend.
Price ranged from 5,04 EUR/kg to 5,61 EUR/kg and supply fluctuated from 55 tonnes to 101 tonnes.
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3. Consumption

3.1. HOUSEHOLD CONSUMPTION IN THE EU

Data analysed in this section, “Consumption”, are extracted from EUMOFA, as collected from Europanel®.

In January 2023 compared to January 2022, household consumption of fresh fisheries and aquaculture products declined
in both volume and value in all Member States analysed.

The highest drop was observed in Denmark, with a 39% decrease in volume and 349% decrease in value. Dab, flounder and
cod were the main species responsible for the decline, as the volume consumed of these species fell by 78%, 40% and 66%
respectively, while their decrease in value was 74%, 47% and 60%. One possible explanation behind reduced cod
consumption, according to EUMOFA experts, could be the reduction in supply from the main capture countries due to fewer
catches and reduced exports. Moreover, cod prices have increased greatly and fewer products, especially fresh products, are
available for consumers.

Table 21. JANUARY OVERVIEW OF THE REPORTING COUNTRIES (volume in tonnes and value in million EUR)

| I |
Per capita Change from
consumption January 2021 January 2022 December 2022 January 2023 January 2022 to
2020*
| |
|

January 2023

Country (live weight ‘
equivalent,
LWE) Volume Volume Value Volume Volume

kg/capita/year M n
Denmark 3517 1195 18,59 1139 1866 814 17,36 700 12,26 v v
France 32,56 17891 22401 15338 19660 23634 31796 13419 19335 v v
Germany 12,81 8231 11306 6182 89,15 6747 10531 5516 8379 v v
Hungary 6,50 373 2,37 270 1,90 1278 9,96 232 1,86 v v
Ireland 21,22 1.028 16,04 957 15,17 1115 20,80 837 1476 v v
Italy 29,99 26954 29559 25014 28366 35743 457,80 17504 22171 v v
Netherlands 20,70 2659 4417 2695 4608 3398 7349 2057 3886 W
Poland 13,33 3.855 2671 3.449 2660 10169 8313 2852 2501 =
Portugal 57,67 6.422 4261 5348 38,56 5932 5340 4187 3340 < v
Spain 4421 48500 43502 42530 39253 46357 48398 37823 37663 v v
Sweden 2399 930 11,9 621 8,87 820 13,00 448 694 v

Source: EUMOFA, based on Europanel (updated 23.03.2023).
*Data on per capita consumption of all fish and seafood products for all EU Member States can be found at:
https://www.eumofa.eu/documents/20178/521182/EFM2022_EN.pdf/

Over the past three years, the average household consumption of fresh fisheries and aquaculture products in January has
been below the annual average in both volume and value in most Member States, except for Germany, where there has
been an increase in both volume and value of 7% and 1% respectively.

% Last update: 23.03.2023.
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3.2. Fresh sardine

Habitat: The species belongs to the Clupeidae family. Sardine is a subtropical, littoral
species living in a depth range of 10m -100 m. They form schools, usually at depths of 25
m - 100 m by day, while they rise to 10 m - 35 m at night. The species mainly feeds on
planktonic crustaceans, as well as on larger organisms. Sardine spawns in batches in the
open sea or near the coast, producing 50.000-60.000 eggs®*.

Catch area: Northeast Atlantic: they are rare around Iceland, and they mainly spread from
the North Sea, southward to Senegal. They also inhabit the Mediterranean, (they are
common in the western part and in the Adriatic Sea but rare in the eastern part), the Sea of
Marmara and the Black Sea.

Catching countries in the EU: Spain, France, Portugal, Italy?*.

Production method: Caught.

Main consumers in the EU: Spain, France, Portugal, Italy.

Presentation: Whole, filleted.

Preservation: Fresh, frozen, canned, salted, hot-cold-smoked.

Means of preparation: Cooked, grilled, baked.

3.2.1. Overview of household consumption in France, Portugal and Spain

Portugal, Spain and France are among the EU Member States with the highest per capita apparent consumption®® of
fisheries and aquaculture products. In 2020, per capita apparent consumption was highest in Portugal, 57,67 kg LWE?,
despite a 4% decrease from 2019. The second highest consumption was estimated for Spain, 44,21 kg LWE, while in
fourth place was France with 32,56 kg LWE. These were 148%, 90% and 40% higher than the EU average (23,28 kg
LWE) respectively.

In 2020, per capita apparent consumption of fisheries and aquaculture products in Ireland, the Netherlands, Poland,
Germany and Hungary was below the EU average, with 21,22 kg LWE in Ireland, 20,70 kg LWE in the Netherlands, 13,33
kg LWE in Poland, 12,81 kg LWE in Germany and 6,50 kg LWE in Hungary respectively.

See more on per capita apparent consumption in the EU in Table 21.

2 https://www.fishbase.se/summary/sardina-pilchardus.html

= https://www.eumofa.eu/documents/20178/381576/MH4-20_EN.pdf

“"Apparent consumption” is calculated by using the supply balance sheet that provides an estimate of the supply of fisheries and aquaculture products
available for human consumption at EU level. The calculation of the supply balance sheet is based on the equation: Apparent consumption = [(total catches —
industrial catches) + aquaculture + imports] - exports. Catches targeted for fishmeal (ind