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BIOLOGY AND HABITAT

* Species description (Read more)
The Sardine belongs to the family of Clupeidae.

* Geographical distribution and habitat (Read more)

The European sardine (Sardina pilchardus) is broadly distributed in the NE Atlantic and the
Mediterranean Sea, representing an important fishery resource for several countries.

RESOURCE, EXPLOITATION AND

MANAGEMENT

 Stock and resource status/conservation measures (Read more)

Minimum conservation size is set at 11 cm of total length in all the fishing areas.

* Production methods and fishing gears (Read more)

The main fishing gears used are gillnets and similar nets, pots and traps, seines, and trawls.

Source: Information system on commercial designations



https://fish-commercial-names.ec.europa.eu/fish-names/species/sardina-pilchardus_en#ecl-accordion-header-conserv-meas
https://fish-commercial-names.ec.europa.eu/fish-names/species/sardina-pilchardus_en#ecl-accordion-header-prod-gears
https://fish-commercial-names.ec.europa.eu/fish-names/species/sardina-pilchardus_en#ecl-accordion-header-species-descr
https://fish-commercial-names.ec.europa.eu/fish-names/species/sardina-pilchardus_en#ecl-accordion-header-distrib-habitat
https://fish-commercial-names.ec.europa.eu/fish-names/species/sardina-pilchardus_en
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Evolution of world catches

Sardine catches reached over 1.360.000 tonnes in 2021, i.e. 1,40% of the global catches. The
majority of this is caught by the Moroccan fleet (59% of the global catches), as well as by the
Mauritanian (22%) and the EU fleet (13%). During the last decade (2012-2021), sardine
catches have increased by 33% at global level in relation to the increase of the Moroccan and

Mauritanian captures (+179% and +2.576% respectively).
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Evolution of EU catches
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In 2021, the EU catches of sardine reached almost 171.000 tonnes. The EU catches have
decreased by 249% during the last decades. Croatia was the main EU producer reaching 40.509
tonnes in 2022 (24% of EU volume), followed by Portugal and Spain (16% of the EU catches
each), and to a lesser extent France and the Netherlands (respectively 13% and 12% of the EU

catches).
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Sardine

* There are no farming activities of sardine (relared to low prices of the fish).

Canned sardine products are among the most consumed preserved fish products in EU. These
products can actually include several different species other than the European sardine (Sardina
pilchardus), which are still marketed as ‘sardines’ under specific conditions.

* In Eurostat-Prodcom data, canned products of sardine, sprat and sardinella are aggregated
together in one single category. The corresponding PRODCOM code is the following:
- 10202530: prepared or preserved sardines, sardinella, brisling and sprat

o Prepared/preserved sardine, sardinella, brisling and sprat
The EU production of canned sprat, sardines and sardinellas totaled 87.241 tonnes in 2020
(most recent data available for the whole EU). The EU production has decreased by 26% over

the period between 2013 and 2020.

If we assume that the main product of the processing activities in Poland and Latvia is sprat,
the main producing countries of canned sardine are Spain, Portugal and France. Sardine
production has increase in Spain and France since 2013 (by 13% and 20% respectively) but has

decreased in Portugal (by -259%).
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http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/prodcom

Sardine

) Combined nomenclature

EU trade of sardine products (tonnes — 2022)

03024310 Fresh or chilled sardines "Sardina pilchardus" 346 1.003
03024330 ::resh. or chllled“sardlnes Sardinops spp." and sardinella 1 375
Sardinella spp.
03035310 Frozen sardines "Sardina pilchardus" 49595 23.745
03035330 'I':roze.n sardlnes“ Sardinops spp." and sardinella 131 132
Sardinella spp.
16041311 Sgrdlngs, prepargd or presgrved, whole or in pieces, in 6.456 3318
olive oil (excl. minced sardines)
Sardines, prepared or preserved, whole or in pieces (excl. 27411 12.364
16041319 . A
minced sardines and sardines in olive oil)
Total 83.940 40.938

Extra-EU imports reached almost 84.000 tonnes in 2022, of which 59% were frozen
and 40% were prepared or preserved sardine. In 2022, EU imports originated mostly from
Morocco (939% of the volume imported) and to a lesser extent from the United Kingdom
(5% of the volume imported). The main importing countries within the EU in 2022 were
Spain, France, and Malta, which together imported 60% of the imported volumes. Other
importers were the Netherlands (8% of the imported volumes), Portugal (7%), Croatia
(7%), and Germany (6%).
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https://fish-commercial-names.ec.europa.eu/fish-names/species/sardina-pilchardus_en

Sardine

e Extra-EU exports:

In 2022, export volumes of sardines totaled over 40.900 tonnes. The majority of sardines (58%)
were exported frozen and 38% of the sardines were exported prepared or preserved. Spain was
the first EU exporter, representing 18% of the exported volume, followed by the Netherlands (8%),
and to a lesser extent Portugal and Poland representing 6% each. In 2022, South Africa, Nigeria
and the United States were the main destination markets, representing 53% of EU exports.

Exports by product type (2022, % in Main destinations (2022, tonnes)
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Source: EUROSTAT-COMEXT



Sardine

EU supply balance (2021!) — Tonnes of live weight equivalent? — Sardine:
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Source: FAO/ EUROSTAT-COMEXT

1 Supply balance is provided for the year 2021 (trade data for 2021 were taken into account). Detailed trade data

provided in the slides 4 and 5 concern the year 2022.
2 The conversion factors were used to convert net weight of imports and exports of fishery and aquaculture

products into live weight equivalents.



https://eumofa.eu/fr/metadata
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PRICES ALONG THE SUPPLY CHAIN

(EUR/kg)

First-sale (fresh whole)
First-sale prices are provided for the main EU producers (Portugal and Spain).

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023* Source
Portugal 200 219 206 164 226 1% 152 113 117 115 EUMOFA
Spain na. 135 123 129 144 156 120 113 125 1,14 EUMOFA

(*) From January to November 2023

Wholesale (fresh)

Wholesale prices are reported for Mercamadrid (Madrid, Spain) and Rungis (France).
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023* Source

Spain 338 328 309 310 336 328 307 304 287 2,67 Mercamadrid
France -fresh, .., 553 .88 296 258 228 257 275 291 2,98 Rungis (RNM)
Origin Brittany

France - fresh, ., 556 290 306 203 264 261 273 320 3,07 Rungis (RNM)

Mediterranean

(*) From January to November 2023

Retail/Consumption
Retail prices are reported for Spain, Poland, Greece, and France.

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2023+ Source
Spain 5,04 5,23 5,17 545 6,02 na. na. na. na. na. EUMOFA
Spain - fresh 4,49 429 423 449 469 498 507 602 547 na.

Spain - canned 73> 7,80 781 783 783 793 828 818 921 na. MARA
France - fresh na. na 650 670 640 600 630 620 na. na. FranceAgriMer
::"r“‘;ed' na. na. 1000 1040 1070 1090 1080 11,00 na. na, FranceAgriMer

(*) From January to November 2023
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Sardine

PRICES ALONG THE SUPPLY CHAIN
(EUR/kg)

Import (frozen whole)

EU imports from third countries concern mainly frozen whole sardine and prepared
or preserved sardine. Main importers were Spain, Malta, and France in 2022.

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023* Source

Spain, 084 088 080 082 087 078 074 075 080 o079  EUMOFA
frozen whole

Spain, EUMOFA
preparedfpre 293 296 327 384 387 373 369 430 482 571

served

France, 088 095 08 093 089 0835 102 108 113 113  EUMOFA
frozen whole

France, EUMOFA
preared/pres 340 337 342 346 366 364 359 342 424 451

erved

Malta, 0,52 0,51 0,58 0,60 0,63 0,68 0,68 0,70 0,78 0,73 EUMOFA
frozen whole

Malta, EUMOFA
prepared/pre n.a. n.a. n.a. 2,75 n.a. n.a. 3,09 13,62 8,37 2,83

served

(*) From January to August 2023

Export (frozen whole)

Spain and the Netherlands were the main EU exporter of sardines. EU exports are
mainly composed of frozen whole sardines and prepared or preserved sardines.

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023* Source

Spain, frozen
hole

Spain, canned 620 682 664 636 664 691 702 688 812 822  EUMOFA

0,58 061 0,73 0,66 1,82 0,66 0,63 0,61 0,71 0,69 EUMOFA

Netherlands, 053 057 075 082 057 091 08 067 136 116  EUMOFA
frozen whole

Netherlands, 563 559 570 409 39 391 351 263 385 539  EUMOFA
canned

(*) From January to August 2023
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MARKETING

. National lists of commercial designations (Read more)

. Information system on commercial designations and scientific names in all EU languages

(Read more)
. Applicable marketing standard (Read more)

e  There is one name protected under Protected Geographical Indication (PGl) and for
sardine:

o PGl “Cornish Sardines” in the United Kingdom.

CONSUMPTION

+  11% most consumed species in the EU (source: _

The EU Fish Market — 2023 edition, EUMOFA) Energy (kcal) 236
Total fat (g) 15,50
e  Apparent consumption per capita in 2019: Saturates (q) 390
0,54 kg live weight equivalent (source: The Carbohydrate (g) o
EU Fish Market — 2023 edition, EUMOFA) Sugars (@) 0
- . . Protein (g) 23,30

*  Nutritional value (Sardine, nutrition values per
Salt (mg) -

serving 100g) (Read more)



https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/fisheries/markets-and-trade/seafood-markets/commercial-and-scientific-name-species_en#ecl-inpage-256
https://fish-commercial-names.ec.europa.eu/fish-names/species/sardina-pilchardus_en
https://fish-commercial-names.ec.europa.eu/fish-names/species/sardina-pilchardus_en#ecl-accordion-header-market-stands
https://eumofa.eu/documents/20124/35668/EFM2023_EN.pdf/95612366-79d2-a4d1-218b-8089c8e7508c?t=1699541180521
https://eumofa.eu/documents/20124/35668/EFM2023_EN.pdf/95612366-79d2-a4d1-218b-8089c8e7508c?t=1699541180521
https://eumofa.eu/documents/20124/35668/EFM2023_EN.pdf/95612366-79d2-a4d1-218b-8089c8e7508c?t=1699541180521
https://www.fitatu.com/catalog/fr/sardines--54655535
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