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In this issue 
We analyse February 2013 first-sales data for ten commodity 
groups from nine Member States. France, Latvia, and Lithuania 
experienced increases in first-sales value and volume, and the 
other six reporting countries saw decreases in first-sales value 
and volume. The greatest decreases in volume are observed in 
Portugal and the UK. 
 
We focus on Belgium and the UK; first sales of haddock, 
mackerel, scallop, and turbot; and prices along the supply chain 
for haddock in the UK, the largest consuming market in the EU of 
this species. The country absorbs over 50% of the EU imports of 
fresh and frozen haddock from third countries.  
 
The price of Atlantic salmon has risen steadily for six months, led 
by reduced supply from Norway and growing demand. In value, 
Norwayôs salmon exports were 22% greater in the first quarter 
(Q1) of 2013 than Q1 2012. Exports to the EU increased, mainly 
to growing markets in Poland, the UK, and Germany. 
 
Several marketing initiatives by different producers organisations 
to boost the fish consumption, are taking place, e.g. in France, 
where campaigns where held for the promotion of langoustine as 
well as for the consumption of hake caught with line. 
 
The need of having a reliable traceability system in place has 
become more obvious, particularly in the light of the recent 
issues in Europe regarding the mislabelling of meat products ï 
which has triggered an increase of sales of fish products in some 
markets.   
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1. First sales in the EU 

In February 2013, nine Member States (MS) reported 
first-sales data for ten commodity groups.1 
 
Of these, France, Latvia, and Lithuania experienced 
increases in first-sales value and volume, while the other 

six reporting countries saw decreases in first-sales value 
and volume. The greatest decreases in volume are 
observed in Portugal and the UK. 
 

Table 1. OVERVIEW OF THE EU REPORTING MS (value in million euro and volume in tonnes). 

MS 
February 2011 February 2012 January 2013 February 2013 

Value Volume Value Volume Value Volume Value Volume 

BE 4,24 801 5,18  979 3,59 883 3,45 780 

DK 19,95 18.140 22,35 20.305 25,59 35.002 17,93 26.285 

EL2  2,35 549 1,65 469 2,68 772 2,56 770 

FR 53,69 17.326 53,23 17.616 47,08 14.464 48,14 15.497 

LV n/a n/a n/a n/a 1,46 5.210 2,11 7.817 

LT n/a n/a 0,38 343 0,36 383 0,39 521 

PT 2,95 2.445 13,59 6.589 12,83 7.504 11,94 5.228 

SE n/a n/a 7,05 10.566 10,85 17.938 10,22 17.888 

UK 45,17 29.256 55,12 34.767 73,50 59.288 31,38 22.044 

Source: EUMOFA (updated 15.04.2013); volume data is reported in net weight. 
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1.1. BELGIUM 
 

Belgiumôs fisheries specialise in flatfish, and most of 

the fleet is made up of beam trawlers. Almost all first 

sales take place in the auction markets of Zeebrugge 

(the most relevant) and Oostende. Small volumes of 

fish are also sold through Nieuwpoort. Fishing is 

seasonal, and it reaches a peak in autumn (Octoberï

November) when, in addition to sole and plaice, 

increased volumes of cod and ray are also sold. 

 

The value of total landings moved higher between 2009 

and 2011. In 2011, landings reached EUR 69,80 

million, corresponding to 16.968 tonnes.  

Belgiumôs first sales include six of the ten commodity 

groups registered in the EU: bivalves and other 

molluscs and aquatic invertebrates, cephalopods, 

crustaceans, flatfish, groundfish, and other marine fish. 

At the main commercial species level, plaice and sole 

are the most landed, the latter also being the most 

valuable. Cuttlefish, monk, scallop, and turbot are also 

important species. 

Figure 1. MONTHLY FIRST-SALES TRENDS OF SIX 

COMMODITY GROUPS IN BELGIUM. 

 

Source: EUMOFA (updated 15.04.2013). 

However, in 2012, the landings volume of both plaice 

and sole decreased. Meanwhile, cod landings 

increased.  

 

In February 2013, Belgium reported first sales of EUR 

3,45 million and 780 tonnes, a decrease relative to 

February 2012 in both value (ī33%) and volume 

(ī20%). Since February 2011, the same decreasing 

trend in both value and volume was observed at 19% 

and 3%, respectively. 

 

Flatfish, the most relevant commodity group, 

represented 80% of first-sales value and 58% of 

volume at EUR 2,78 million and 452 tonnes. Compared  

 

 

with a year ago, flatfish first sales decreased 33% in 

value and 18% in volume. Compared with two years 

ago, value and volume decreased 17% and 24%, 

respectively. 

 

Other marine fish, the second most important group, 

achieved first sales of EUR 0,32 million and 129 

tonnes. This represented a decrease in value against 

both February 2012 (ī33%) and February 2011 

(ī17%). Volume decreased 29% compared with one 

year ago and increased 23% compared with February 

2011. 

 

First sales of cephalopods reached EUR 0,16 million 

and 76 tonnes. Compared with a year ago, they 

declined 57% in value and 34% in volume. 
 

 

 

 

Figure 2. FEBRUARY FIRST SALES OF SIX 

COMMODITY GROUPS IN BELGIUM. 

 

Source: EUMOFA (updated 15.04.2013). 

1.1.1. SCALLOP 

Scallop is the only main commercial species in the 

period considered that is part of the bivalves and other 

molluscs and aquatic invertebrate commodity group, 

and on average it represents ca. 8% in volume of 

Belgiumôs total first sales (February 2013).  

 

Typically, fishing peaks are in late winter/early spring 

(FebruaryïMarch). In February 2013, first sales were 

registered at EUR 0,1 million and 61 tonnes. Compared 

with February 2012, first sales increased 13% in value 

and decreased 5% in volume. Compared with two 

years ago, volume remained fairly stable, and a 

decrease in value (ī9%) was observed. 
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Figure 3. SCALLOP: MONTHLY FIRST-SALES 

TRENDS IN BELGIUM. 

 

Source: EUMOFA (updated 15.04.2013). 

 

The unit price of scallop is subject to the availability of 

resources, e.g. it decreases as supply increases. In 

February 2013, it was 1,57 EUR/kg, 16% lower than 

the previous year when 54 tonnes were landed. The 

highest unit price registered in 2012 occurred in 

September at 2,84 EUR /kg corresponding to 4 tonnes. 

 

1.1.2. TURBOT 

Turbot belongs to the flatfish commodity group, which 

also includes brill, dab, megrim, plaice, and sole, and is 

the third most important main commercial species after 

sole and plaice.  

 

Turbot is a highly prized species and is landed 

throughout the year. Fishing peaks are between 

September/OctoberïNovember, when the highest 

quantities are landed. In February 2013, turbot first 

sales totalled EUR 0,04 million on 2 tonnes. First sales 

decreased dramatically compared with a year ago, 

ī79% in value and ī89% in volume. 

 

At 17,87 EUR/kg, February 2013ôs average unit price 

was the highest registered in the past 36 months. It 

was 84% higher than one year ago and almost 40% 

higher than two years ago, when 19 tonnes and 17 

tonnes, respectively, were landed. 

 

The good levels of landings in the months 

October/November/December 2012 have led to first 

sales-prices clearly below the EUMOFAôs reporting 

countries3 average (17% below in October, 23% in 

November and 15% below in December). On the 

opposite, the poor level of landings in January-

February 2013 has caused abnormally high prices 

(respectively 40% in January and 52% in February 

above EUMOFAôs reporting countries average). 

Figure 4. TURBOT: MONTHLY FIRST-SALES 

TRENDS IN BELGIUM. 

 

Source: EUMOFA (updated 15.04.2013). 

 

1.2. THE UNITED KINGDOM 
 

The main UK fishing areas are the North Sea, the 

English and Bristol channels, and the Irish Sea. Fishing 

takes place all year round. Total landings increased 

steadily in value between 2009 and 2011, reaching ca. 

EUR 806 million in 2011, corresponding to 437.762 

tonnes. 

 

First sales take place mainly through the auction 

markets, and the most important are Aberdeen, 

Brixham, Eyemouth, Fraserburgh, Grimsby, Hull, 

Peterhead, Plymouth, Scrabster and Shetland. 

 

By volume, catches are spread fairly equally between 

demersal, pelagics, and shellfish species. Shellfish, 

such as Norway lobster and scallop, account for almost 

half of all landings by value, followed by demersal 

species, such as monk, and then pelagic species, such 

as mackerel. 

 

In February 2013, the UKôs first sales were valued at 

EUR 31,38 million and 22.044 tonnes, and they 

represented one of the highest values among the 

reporting Member States. At main commercial species 

level, the most valuable species were haddock, herring, 

mackerel, Norway lobster, saithe, scallop, and whiting. 

 

First sales decreased markedly in both value (ī37%) 

and volume (ī43%) compared with a year earlier 

(February 2012). Compared with two years ago 

(February 2011), the same decreasing trend in both 

value (ī31%) and volume (ī25%) was observed. 
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Figure 5. MONTHLY FIRST-SALES TRENDS OF 

EIGHT COMMODITY GROUPS IN THE UK. 

 

Source: EUMOFA (updated 15.04.2013). 

Of the eight commodity groups4 reported by the UK, 

crustaceans, groundfish, and small pelagics are the 

most significant, all together making up to 72% of total 

first sales in value and 80% in volume. 

 

Groundfish, the most important commodity group, 

achieved first-sales of EUR 7,97 million and 7.215 

tonnes. Compared with February 2012, first sales 

decreased 27% in value and 29% in volume. Value 

decreased 17% and volume decreased 23% compared 

with February 2011. 

 

First sales of small pelagics reached EUR 7,36 million 

and 8.648 tonnes. This represented a decrease in 

value against both February 2012 (ī15%) and 

February 2011 (ī20%). Volume decreased 19% 

compared to one year ago and 32% compared to 

February 2011. 

 

Crustaceans-first sales were registered at EUR 7,33 

million and 1.879 tonnes. Compared with February 

2012, a decrease can be observed in both volume 

(ī50%) and value (ī49%). Compared with two years 

ago, crustaceans first-sales decreased 26% in value 

and 37% in volume. 

Figure 6. FEBRUARY FIRST SALES OF EIGHT 

COMMODITY GROUPS IN THE UK. 

 

Source: EUMOFA (updated 15.04.2013). 

1.2.1. MACKEREL 

The UK lands more mackerel than any other EU 

Member State. On average in 2012, mackerel 

accounted for 77% of the value and 60% of the volume 

of pelagic landings. UK yearly fishing quotas during the 

past three years have ranged between 152.000 tonnes 

and 174.000 tonnes. The fishing quota for 2013 is set 

at ca. 161.000 tonnes. In 2012, UK vessels landed ca. 

68.000 tonnes of their quota in national landing places 

and the rest abroad, mainly in Norwegian harbours. 

Approximately 22.000 tonnes of mackerel were landed 

in the UK ports by foreign vessels in 2012. 

 

The mackerel fishery is seasonal, and the first landings 

take place mainly during the first eight weeks of the 

year. The second fishing season usually starts in 

September and lasts until the fishing quota is 

exhausted. 

 

In 2012, during the second catching season, a 

decrease in the first-sales prices of mackerel was 

observed. This followed the price development seen in 

Europe at that time and it was probably a reaction of 

the high price level seen throughout the previous year. 
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Figure 7. MACKEREL: MONTHLY FIRST-SALES 

TRENDS IN THE UK. 

 

Source: EUMOFA (updated 15.04.2013). 

In February 2013, first sales were registered at EUR 

0,1 million and 61 tonnes. Compared with January 

2012, first sales increased 11% in value and decreased 

7% in volume. Compared with two years ago, both 

value and volume increased, 19% and 32%, 

respectively. 

 

The unit price at 1,08 EUR/kg, was almost 19% higher 

than the previous year, when 5.600 tonnes of mackerel 

were sold. The highest unit price registered in 2012 

occurred in August at 1,73 EUR/kg corresponding to 

192 tonnes sold. 
 

1.2.2. HADDOCK 

Haddock is the most relevant species of the groundfish 

commodity group in both value and volume, 

representing 40% of the value and 45% of the volume 

of total groundfish first sales (February 2013). 

Figure 8. HADDOCK: MONTHLY FIRST-SALES 

TRENDS IN THE UK. 

 

Source: EUMOFA (updated 15.04.2013). 

In February 2013, haddockôs first sales were EUR 3,14 

million and 3.213 tonnes. First sales increased slightly 

in value (0,9%) and more in volume (27%) over 

February 2012.  

 

Compared with two years ago, value decreased 5% 

and volume increased 46%.  

 

Haddockôs unit price varies with the availability of 

supplies. In February 2013, the average unit price was 

EUR 0,98/kg, 22% lower than a year before and 35% 

lower than February 2011, when 2.525 tonnes and 

2.198 tonnes, respectively, were sold. 

 

The highest unit prices over the past 36 months (March 

2010ïFebruary 2013) were 1,76 EUR/kg (April 2011) 

and 1,73 EUR/kg (April 2012), corresponding to a 

volume of 1.747 tonnes and 1.925 tonnes, respectively. 
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2. Global Supply 

EUïGabon Fishing Partnership Agreement (FPA): The 

third round of negotiations for the renewal of the FPA 

took place at the beginning of April 2013. The EU and the 

Republic of Gabon presented the recent developments in 

their respective fishery policies and shared the common 

view of using the fishery agreement to strengthen the 

national capacity to promote sustainable and responsible 

fisheries in Gabonese waters.5 

 

Fishery / Spain: The mackerel fishery will be reopened 

for trawlers in the northwest Bay of Biscay. The fishery 

was closed by the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 

Environment (Magrama) as a precautionary measure on 

29 March, after the fishing season had started on 25 

February 2013. This management measure discourages 

overstepping the quotas of any stock. 

 

Trade / World: The overall supply of fish and fishery 

products continued to rise in 2012 and, although the 

value of trade was up only 1,5% over the previous year, it 

set a new record of USD 129,3 billion (EUR 98 billion). 

This year, imports declined for key developed markets 

such as Japan, while in the developing world, Chinaôs 

trade is growing strongly again. This is a positive sign, 

demonstrating the strong underlying trend in fish 

consumption worldwide.6 

 

EU / Trade / Vietnam: The current negotiation for the 

conclusion of a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between 

Vietnam and the EU is expected to facilitate the access 

of Vietnamese exporters to the EU market. In 2012, the 

EU imported from Vietnam 276.000 tonnes of fish and 

seafood at a value of EUR 0,83 billion.7  

 

Trade / Shrimp / Thailand: Prices of imported shrimp 

from Thailand are soaring, triggered by a decrease in 

production owing to the early mortality syndrome (EMS). 

Thai production fell from 650.000 tonnes in 2010 to 

500.000 tonnes in 2012. Because shrimp is either not 

available or very expensive, imports are becoming less 

attractive, and therefore overall consumption is expected 

to drop. Other Asian countries are struggling to a lesser 

extent with the disease.8    

  

Trade / Nile perch / Tanzania: More than 50% of the 

Nile perch imported by the EU from third countries comes 

from Tanzania. In 2012, ca. 29.000 tonnes valued at 

EUR 125 million were imported. Main EU consuming 

countries are the Netherlands, Belgium, and Spain, who 

together absorb more than 66% of the Nile perch 

volume.9 The Tanzanian export industry saw its revenues 

decrease last year, owing to decreased exports to the 

EU, combined with overfishing and pollution of Lake 

Victoria, the main supplier of this species, and 

competition from cheaper species such as pangasius and 

tilapia, farmed in Vietnam and China.10 

 

Trade / Salmon / Norway: The value of Norwayôs 

salmon exports in Q1 2013 totalled NOK 8,2 billion (EUR 

1,1 billion), representing a 22% increase over Q1 2012. 

The price of Norwegian salmon increased after supplies 

fell and demand grew. Exports to the EU increased in 

volume 3%, owing to growing markets in Poland, the UK, 

and Germany. However, in Asia and Russia, the volume 

of exports decreased.11 

 
Industry / Estonia: One of the priorities of the Estonian 

fishery strategy for 2014ï2020 is to become the centre of 

logistics for sprat and herring in the Baltic Sea region. 

This would involve not only freezing the fish but also 

sorting, value-addition, development of new products, 

and finding new export markets. In addition to the fish 

caught by Estonian fishermen, supplies from the 

neighbouring countries will be also sought.12 
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3. Price structure: haddock in the United 

Kingdom 

The estimated average consumption of fish and 

seafood in the EU is 23,3 kg/capita/year. The 

consumption in the UK is slightly less than average, at 

21,4 kg/capita/year.13 

 

UK consumers have a strong preference for haddock, 

and the country is by far the largest haddock 

consuming market in the EU. Imports of fresh and 

frozen haddock into the EU from third countries 

reached nearly 90.000 tonnes in 2012. Of these, 

48.000 tonnes were imported by the UK. Total imports 

of haddock to the UK (extra- and intra-EU) were nearly 

59.000 tonnes.14 

 

3.1. FIRST SALES 

The UK haddock fishing quota in 2012 totalled 35.879 

tonnes. This yearôs quota is ca. 35.300 tonnes. As of 

the end of March, more than 10.000 tonnes of haddock 

were landed by the UK fleet, nearly 3.000 tonnes more 

than last year by the end of March.15 

 

The total supply of haddock in the North Atlantic is 

expected to decrease this year because the Arctic 

haddock Total Allowable Quota (TAC) was reduced by 

118.000 tonnes to 200.000 tonnes in 2013. The North 

Sea haddock TAC increased ca. 6.200 tonnes to 

47.800 tonnes.  

 

First-sales prices of fresh whole haddock in the UK 

decreased in January 2013 compared with the same 

month last year but increased over the previous month. 

Prices in 2012 remained stable at between 1,25  

EUR /kg and 1,30 EUR/kg. It remains to be seen what 

impact reduced haddock supply will have on UK first-

sales prices this year. These unit prices are calculated 

using value and volume (round weight). 
 

Table 2. MONTHLY FIRST-SALES PRICES (EUR/KG) 

OF FRESH HADDOCK (WHOLE) 

Month 

January 

2012 

December 

2012 

January  

2013 

First-sales 

price 1,25  

 

0,96  1,06  

Source: EUMOFA (updated 17.04.2013). 

3.2. IMPORTS 

Imports of haddock products to the UK have remained 

stable, between 59.000 and 60.000 tonnes the past 

three years (2010 ï 2012). 

 

Most haddock was imported as frozen fillets (31.000 

tonnes), and China was the largest supplier with ca. 

7.800 tonnes. Other important suppliers were Russia, 

Norway, and Iceland. More than 25.600 tonnes of 

frozen fillets came from these four countries. Imports of 

whole frozen haddock totalled 14.200 tonnes, of which 

nearly 12.900 tonnes came from Norway. Iceland was 

the largest supplier of fresh, gutted haddock, supplying 

5.500 tonnes out of a total of 13.500 tonnes. 

 

The strong decrease in Arctic haddock fishing quotas in 

2013 (Ϻ118.000 tonnes) will reduce the supply from 

Norwegian and Russian suppliers in the North Atlantic 

this year. At the same time, the cod fishing quota is 

remarkably higher in 2013 (+33%) than a year before. 

Cod and haddock substitute for each other on the 

market. 

 

Prices of frozen haddock fillets has dropped slightly 

since January 2012. The average import price from 

December 2012 to January 2013 also exhibited a drop, 

which may indicate that the pain limit of what is 

possible to achieve has been reached. Still, the prices 

of frozen cod fillets have continued to drop significantly 

in the same period, making haddock a more expensive 

product to import to the UK. In December 2012 and 

January 2013, the average import price of frozen cod 

fillet was lower than the price of frozen haddock fillet. 

 

The average import price of frozen haddock fillet from 

Norway, China, and Russia was beneath the average 

import price of cod fillet in January of this year, 

whereas the price of haddock fillet from Iceland and 

Denmark was higher than cod fillet. 

 

The UK market has also demonstrated a strong 

preferences for cod. With a scarcity of haddock this 

year and with cod prices moving closer to haddock 

prices, demand for cod in the UK market might 

increase (elasticity of demand). 
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Table 3. IMPORT PRICES (EUR/KG) OF FROZEN HADDOCK AND FROZEN COD FILLETS BY COUNTRY OF ORIGIN. 

Country of origin 
January 2012 December 2012 January 2013 

Haddock Cod Haddock Cod Haddock Cod 

Iceland 5,25 5,52 6,07 4,81 5,26 4,16 

Norway 4,36 5,00 4,41 4,31 3,84 4,00 

Denmark 3,68 3,65 3,72 4,28 4,29 4,2 

China 3,77 4,28 3,35 3,74 3,23 3,62 

Russia 3,95 5,27 3,42 3,74 3,53 3,83 

Source: EUMOFA (updated 17.04.2013). 

3.3. RETAIL 

The retail prices of haddock in the UK in January 

increased 2% over the same month last year. Since 

2010, the retail prices of haddock have increased from 

ca. 10 EUR/kg to more than 13 EUR/kg. The price is 

likely to continue to rise as the demand remains high 

and supplies remain low compared with previous years. 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4. MONTHLY AVERAGE RETAIL PRICES 

(EUR/KG) OF HADDOCK 

Month 

January 

2012 

December 

2012 

January 

2013 

Average price 13,49 13,75 13,66 

Source: EUMOFA (updated 17.04.2013).  

 

 

 

 




